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Natural Cambridgeshire is the Local Nature Partnership for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. We are 

committed to protecting, preserving, and enhancing our region’s natural environment and championing 

sustainable development. Natural Cambridgeshire aims to achieve the highest level of environmental 

outcomes to benefit people, wildlife, and the local landscapes.  

Our ambition is to ‘Double Nature’ across the region. We want to offer the opportunity for everyone who 

lives, works, and visits Cambridgeshire to enjoy happier and healthier lifestyles, by establishing a significant 

long-term recovery of nature and a world-class environment.  

As residents, businesses, government bodies, landowners, farmers and visitors we want the countryside 

around us to be an area where nature is at the heart of our lives. We want people to be able to walk or cycle 

out in safety and tranquillity across this thriving countryside, enjoying the sights and sounds and even the 

silence of the natural world, enjoying dark skies and cherishing the heritage – both natural and man-made 

around them. 

Natural Cambridgeshire is the Local Nature Partnership for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. We are 

committed to protecting, preserving, and enhancing our region’s natural environment and championing 

sustainable development. Natural Cambridgeshire aims to achieve the highest level of environmental 

outcomes to benefit people, wildlife, and the local landscapes.  

Our ambition is to ‘Double Nature’ across the region. Working in line with the Governments 25 Year 

Environment Plan, we want to offer the opportunity for everyone who lives, works, and visits Cambridgeshire 

to enjoy happier and healthier lifestyles. We believe that the way to achieve this is by establishing a 

significant long-term recovery of nature and a world-class environment.  

We bring together key organisations, businesses and communities to champion, influence, and action 

doubling nature. To find out more about Natural Cambridgeshire and the work we do, please visit: 

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/  

OUR VISION 

A Cambridgeshire where the area of rich wildlife habitats and natural green-space provide a world-class 

environment where nature thrives alongside jobs and housing. 

OUR MISSION 

To place nature at the heart of our agenda by doubling the area of rich wildlife and green-space, ensuring 

that Cambridgeshire has the highest quality of life and environment where people thrive and businesses 

prosper.   

  

BACKGROUND  

“Putting nature at the heart of 

Cambridgeshire’s agenda” 

 

 

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/
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WHY CAMBRIDGESHIRE? 

We need to double the area of green space, from 8.5% to 17%, in order to support public health and enable 

access to nature for the region’s growing population. Doubling nature is about looking at our area as a whole 

and making improvements for nature where they are most beneficial and make most sense. This could be a 

5% - 10% increase in some settings and a 30% increase in others. This is an essential action because the 

region faces significant environmental challenges, including threats to our Fenland peat, our rivers and iconic 

chalk streams alongside soil degradation, habitat fragmentation, low tree and grassland cover, and low 

proportions of land under management for nature.  

We face historic pressures on water availability and quality which are exacerbated by climate change.  

Changes to rainfall patterns and increased temperatures are making droughts more frequent and severe, 

causing issues for agriculture and putting a further strain on the environment. As a low-lying area, the county 

also faces significant and increasing flood risk.  

The landscape scale projects described in this plan will drive improvements and maximise opportunities for 

nature-based solutions, including carbon storage in the Fens soils. 

As part of the Government’s plans for the Oxford, Milton Keynes, Cambridge Growth Arc, accelerated 

development will deliver one million homes by 2050. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s landscapes need 

enhancing because one of the fastest growing economies in the UK will need to be matched by one of the 

fastest nature recovery programmes.  To be viable, new developments will need to be carefully sited, 

resource efficient and resilient to climate change impacts. 

Putting nature at the heart of the region’s ambitious growth agenda at the outset is essential and 

fundamental to the success of the local economy. By building environmental net gain into growth strategies 

we can secure better: 

 Access to green spaces  

 Quality of life and public health 

 Resilience to climate change 

 Air quality 

 Long term financial gains 

 Community pride in our places 

  

THE TIME IS NOW  
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NATURAL CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S VOICE 

Now is the time for Natural Cambridgeshire to ensure its voice is heard loud and strong as we emerge from 

the Covid-19 crisis, and that our messages reflect the lessons of this emergency, not least the importance of 

easy access to green open space. 

We require partnership support, investment, and widespread uptake of the doubling nature ambition, to 

ensure that more people can continue to enjoy the countryside in the future. Natural Cambridgeshire is 

uniquely positioned to activate numerous physical and mental health benefits, community cohesion, and the 

protection and enhancement of the wonderful landscapes in the region. Taken together, these 

improvements would help create a fitting and positive legacy from the pandemic of 2020.  

WHY NOW? COVID-19 – BUILDING BACK BETTER – A GREEN RECOVERY 

The events of 2020 have caused an unprecedented time of anxiety – which we can only hope never to 

experience again. The health and sustainability of our environment has never been so critical: the climate 

crisis and loss of biodiversity has been further exacerbated by the economic, health and social challenges 

created by Covid-19. 

However, the pandemic has also brought communities together and enabled people to rediscover a 

connection with the natural world. We have felt the wonder of watching the seasons unfold in our gardens, 

we have enjoyed seeing flowers burst into bloom, listened to the daily bird song, and made the most of 

family activities. Self-isolating has helped us appreciate the importance of accessible green open space – our 

wonderful woods, walks, nature reserves and parks right on our doorsteps. Nature is at the heart of our lives. 

A poll 1carried out during lockdown in the UK found that 85% of people wanted to see some of the personal 

or social changes they had experienced continue afterwards. We have seen that a new way of doing things is 

not just possible, but sometimes preferable.   

In May 2020, the RSPB’s ‘Recovering Together’ report2 provided clear evidence of public support for putting 

nature at the heart of our recovery from the pandemic. 89% agreed that increasing the amount of accessible 

nature-rich green space will help to improve people’s general health, wellbeing, and happiness.  

For the East of England results, 70% supported the suggestion that rapid economic growth should not be 

pursued at the expense of protecting nature and 76% supported the suggestion that nature could contribute 

to economic recovery in the UK (e.g. by reducing the risk of other economic challenges such as flooding, 

protecting water supplies, promoting local tourism etc.) 

In a Natural Cambridgeshire Survey undertaken in the summer of 2020, 67% of respondents said that 

investment in nature recovery should a priority post Covid-19. In addition, 95% agreed that local authorities 

in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough should actively work to increase the amount of accessible nature rich 

areas. 

  

                                                           
1https://www.thersa.org/about-us/media/2019/brits-see-cleaner-air-stronger-social-bonds-and-changing-food-habits-amid-lockdown 
2 https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/recovering-together-report/recovering-together-report_nature-and-green-recovery_rspbyougov_june-2020.pdf 
 

https://www.thersa.org/about-us/media/2019/brits-see-cleaner-air-stronger-social-bonds-and-changing-food-habits-amid-lockdown
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/recovering-together-report/recovering-together-report_nature-and-green-recovery_rspbyougov_june-2020.pdf
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NATIONAL AND LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT 

The work of Natural Cambridgeshire closely aligns with the Governments ambitions for putting environment 

at the heart of planning and development. Published in 2018, the 25 Year Environment Plan aims to create 

better places for people to live and work, contributing to the overall approach of protecting and enhancing 

the environment in England for the next generation. The goals of the plan are; cleaner air and water; plants 

and animals which are thriving; and a cleaner, greener country for us all.   

At a local level, Natural Cambridgeshire is involved in supporting the Local Natural Capital Plan (LNCP) for the 

Growth Arc. The LNCP focuses on environmental protection and enhancement. It recognises that it is critical 

that we invest in the natural environment in the same way that we invest in infrastructure and schools, to 

ensure habitats are robust and resilient. 

We will focus on initiatives to make our communities more resilient and to enhance understanding of the 

natural world, enabling residents to use and value outdoor space more than ever before.  

WHY NOW? ECOLOGICAL CRISIS 

The pressures of land use, human activities and the changes in climate are having a huge impact on our local 

environment and causing massive declines in our vital species and pollinators. The State of Nature report3  

highlighted that 15% of our species are threatened with extinction – including a decline in butterfly numbers by 

68% since 1976 and an increase from 36 to 67 of birds on the conservation concern red list.   

The pressures that have caused the net loss of biodiversity continue to have a negative impact; these include 

intensification of agricultural productivity leading to a decline of farmland nature, the destruction of our peat 

soils, and a reduction in valuable green space through increased urbanisation.  

Agriculture matters massively to Cambridgeshire’s economy. However, there are risks to habitat from 

historical farming practices. In 2019, researchers from Cambridge University’s Science and Policy Exchange 

(CUSPE)4 investigated Cambridgeshire’s carbon footprint and estimated that in the Great Fen 2cm of lowland 

peat is lost per year, which is a big contributor to the ecological emergency. The agricultural community will 

have a huge role to play in transforming our environment and restoring habitats. 

                                                           
3 https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf 
 
4 https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/cambridge-researchers-advise-county-council-on-netzero-policy-actions 

 

Cambridgeshire holds nearly 

the entire breeding population 

for the Black-tailed godwit.  

www.projectgodwit.org.uk 

 

https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/cambridge-researchers-advise-county-council-on-netzero-policy-actions
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Faced with this wildlife crisis, and with the scale of planned development for the region, we have a collective 

responsibility to act now to safeguard and enhance our natural green spaces.  

A LANDSCAPE SCALE APPROACH 

Unprecedented scales and rates of development will require the same scales of action for wildlife. We have 

the opportunity to achieve landscape-scale transformation, and completing this ambition will require 

widespread collaboration, understanding, and resources from a range of partner organisations.  

The Government’s plans for the Oxford, Milton Keynes, Cambridge Growth Arc mean increased 

development, and alongside this an opportunity to ensure environmental measures are incorporated into 

planning regimes and development delivery, to create a nationally recognised ‘Green Arc’. 

Natural Cambridgeshire believes that a landscape-scale, spatial approach will deliver widespread public 

access to beautiful, unique, and tranquil landscapes on their doorstep, which will create an environment that 

attracts workers and leads to more productive employees and better businesses. 

To support the ‘doubling nature’ ambition, Natural Cambridgeshire have produced a local nature recovery 

toolkit to help support communities to incorporate doubling nature in their neighbourhood plans and 

landscape assessment. The toolkit provides a framework for local communities to support doubling nature by 

increasing key wildlife habitats and helping them to understand, appreciate and enjoy nature. 

Accompanying this ambition is a pledge for individuals, communities and organisations to play their part in 

doubling nature.  

Natural capital planning and investment is integral to delivering a world class and resilient environment, 

which supports inclusive economic prosperity and the health and wellbeing of people. 

By looking at our landscape in its entirety we can see how habitats link together, opportunities for 

improvement and identify areas that are under threat. Together, we can achieve huge transformation and 

protect and enhance a landscape that will be worthy of people wanting to invest, work, stay and visit there. 

How you organise and deliver local nature recovery is up to you and your group, however we would suggest 

that the programme is led by the parish or local council.  

As part of the development of the local nature recovery plan, you will need to identify what you currently 

have and what could be possible. To help support your plans, it is recommended you work with someone 

who have good local knowledge and some horticulture and ecological understanding. 

The success of the local nature plan will in part be down to the support of local residents and landowners, 

therefore the development of the plan and its delivery should be communicated to as wide an audience as 

possible, helping to encourage volunteers and supporters.  

 

 

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/docs/local-nature-recovery-toolkit.pdf
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/docs/local-nature-recovery-toolkit.pdf
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/projects/pledge-for-nature/
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Natural Cambridgeshire has an all-encompassing vision of landscape scale nature recovery, and within that 

programme there are five projects that are separate but not separable, united by this common vison.  

By working together closely with communities, landowners and farmers, there is potential to create large 

areas of new natural habitat. In determining these projects, we have considered some broad criteria. These 

are: 

1. Potential to connect and enhance areas of high nature conservation value 
2. Uniqueness of the landscape 
3. Feasibility to deliver projects in the short-term, based on existing assets and projects 
4. Proximity and accessibility to large numbers of residents 

Imagine a landscape that is connected through a rich tapestry of wildlife habitats, offering easy access to 

beautiful countryside for the people who live and work here, plus visitors to the region. The circular nature 

recovery area will be joined up by long-distance footpaths and cycleways, enabling people to enjoy healthy 

lifestyles in the great outdoors, making the most of the unique sites available to them and their families.  

There is also the potential to achieve a UNESCO Biosphere designation to give international recognition to 

this special area.  Natural Cambridgeshire are keen to support the exploratory work on this, recognising that 

it will be essential to have detailed dialogue with local stakeholders to gain support for this to go forwards. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANDSCAPE SCALE PROJECTS  
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The unique and historic landscape of John Clare Country runs along the edge of Northamptonshire and 

Peterborough. Known for its ancient woodlands and limestone grasslands, it is highly valued for its ancient 

features and the accompanying stories that are waiting to be told. To the west of Peterborough, the 

scattered woodland, parkland, and limestone grassland habitats form the John Clare Country. This landscape 

has strong visual links to the works of John Clare, one of the most important English poets of the natural 

world.  

The area is a stronghold for black hairstreak and purple emperor butterfly and internationally important 
orchid-rich grasslands. With increasing development and more intensive agricultural activity, there is a need 
to conserve, expand and link habitats. This will benefit the iconic species of the area, improve biodiversity, 
and protect the history of this beautiful landscape.  

The John Clare Countryside project sets out a vision for an area where nature is at the heart of people’s lives: 
where swifts and swallows are a central feature of summer evenings; where hares continue to enthral 
people as they play in the fields and meadows; where bees and other insects thrive, not decline, and where 
there are far more ponds, meadows, wild flowers, hedgerows and trees.  

The project - launched in September 2019 - aims to deliver this vision through the creation of an extensive 
and accessible nature recovery area across the area, designed, led and supported by residents, landowners, 
farmers, businesses and parish councils. 

This nature recovery area will be distinguished from others because it is community led and combines both 
natural and built heritage with links through John Clare to literature and the arts. The overall agenda will 
promote the physical and mental health of its residents and the adjacent communities of Stamford and 
Peterborough. It covers an area of 11,500 Hectares. 

Examples of activities planned include: 

 Delivery of significant increases in key wildlife habitats, particularly those of limestone grassland, 
wetland and aspects of arable farmland, which are important to this geographical area 

 Piloting and championing best practice sustainable development in all aspects of future development 
within the area including sustainable techniques of land management both on and off the existing 
nature reserves 

 Promoting public health and wellbeing, providing opportunities for access to and understanding of 
nature-rich countryside 

 Creating more resilient countryside and communities, where nature is at the heart of our approach to 
tackling the climate emergency.  

The achievement of these objectives will create a better quality of life for residents and visitors through a 

sustainable local environment with easy access to rich and inspiring nature and appreciation and 

engagement with its heritage and history. The project is supported by Peterborough City Council and by the 

local parish councils.  In 2020 the parishes began the process of developing individual nature recovery plans, 

designed to develop 10-year plans for habitat creation at the local level. 

JOHN CLARE COUNTRYSIDE  - NATURE TALES TO BE TOLD  
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The Nene Valley, with the River Nene running through it, covers an immense area of 41,000 hectares across 

the heart of Northamptonshire to the eastern fringes of Peterborough. It includes the River Nene and its 

tributaries, gravel pits, reservoirs, wetlands and farmland. This stunning landscape offers some of the 

region’s most spectacular views and picturesque countryside.  

With a wide range of habitats, including wildflower meadows, woodlands and wetlands, the Nene Valley is 

an incredibly important site for wildlife and a wonderful visitor destination for people. Within the core of the 

valley is the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area (SPA), internationally designated for its 

overwintering bird population. From soaring lapwings, through to kingfishers, otters, and red kites – there is 

so much to see and appreciate. 

The overall value of the three main ecosystem services in the Nene Valley (carbon, pollination, and 

recreation) was calculated to be £118.7M per annum, with each hectare of land delivering an average of 

£2,862 of services per year. The creation or restoration of 500 hectares of habitat has the potential to deliver 

an increase of over £2.5M per year. 

The landscape is already under pressure from the growing towns of the valley, with further large-scale 

growth planned.  Remaining areas of wildlife habitats like wildflower meadows, woodlands and wetlands 

need to be protected, managed better, enlarged, and connected up. All of this needs to be surrounded by a 

sustainably managed landscape of farmland, towns and villages. 

The project will focus on the three key areas of land management, river restoration and access and 

recreation. Examples of activities planned include: 

 Increasing the amount of wetland habitat (floodplain grazing marsh, fen 
and wet meadows) in positive management  

 Delivering identified backwater/backchannel restoration projects and 
other projects identified in the Nene Valley Catchment Management 
Plan 

 Developing new Accessible Green Space, and engagement and 
education programs to connect local communities with wildlife, whilst 
reducing pressure on existing core sites  

 Habitat opportunity mapping for the Nene Valley, enabling habitat 
creation and restoration to be targeted to where it will link up existing 
habitats as well as benefitting other ecosystem services 

Joint working between conservation organisations, land advisers and landowners will be essential to provide 

unified approaches to land management and ensure that land owners have a good understanding of the 

project and easy access to advice, support and information. 

NENE VALLEY – THE HEART OF THE REGION  
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The Cambridgeshire Fens is a landscape that has been almost completely designed and altered by man, in 

fact less than 0.2% of the original Fens now remain, the majority having been drained for agriculture. The 

area encompasses a wide range of sites, including; the Nene Washes, the Ouse Washes, the Great Fen. 

Before drainage, nature thrived in the Fens. Today the landscape is under pressure from agriculture and the 

county’s growth ambitions. This project provides an opportunity to safeguard the future of the wildlife and 

habitats in the Cambridgeshire Fens by ensuring the success of current, pioneering conservation projects and 

joining them together. 

Many landowners and land managers, working in the Cambridgeshire Fens have long recognised the 

opportunity and need to return nature to the Fens. Conservation organisations and Fenland businesses have 

come together to ‘double nature’ and support the ambition for an international UNESCO designation.  

Fantastic work is already being carried out to enhance this unique wetland landscape and its iconic species, 

such as the black-tailed godwit, crane, bittern, water beetles and dragonflies. 

One example is the Wicken Fen Vision; a 100-year plan launched by the National Trust in 1999 to create a 

diverse landscape for wildlife and people over an area of 53 square kilometres in Cambridgeshire. Wicken 

Fen has since doubled in size and seen the return of many iconic species.  This achievement is matched by 

other projects at the Great Fen which will restore 3,700 hectares of fenland and the Hanson-RSPB Wetland 

project will create the UK’s biggest reedbed at Ouse Fen by 2030. 

Connected Fens will also work with a wide array of stakeholders to connect these core wildlife areas. An 

example is the New Life On the Old West; a project led by Cambridgeshire ACRE which will work with Internal 

Drainage Boards, farmers, landowners, wildlife-friendly farming groups, farm clusters, Parish and Town 

Councils and other community interest groups, facilitating them to enhance nature alongside existing land 

use.  

Examples of activities planned includes: 

 Wildflower-enhanced field margins, arable farmland fields, and community 
green spaces to create important food sources and habitat for pollinator 
insects 

 The development of additional and alternative flood storage solutions to help 
reduce the flooding risk and well provide important additional habitat 

 Greatly increased connectivity between core conservation sites to help create 
natural networks allowing wildlife to thrive and biodiversity to increase 

 Nature Friendly Farming Zones will leading to positive changes in farming 
practice  

 Carbon release from peat will be dramatically reduced. Wicken Fen Vision 
restoration has already reduced carbon release by 80% compared to intensive 
agriculture and the Great Fen is providing similar benefits.  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S CONNECTED FENS– A SENSE OF PLACE  

REGION 
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As well as creating more space for nature, there will be increased opportunities for people to access, benefit 
from and engage with the natural environment.  All of this work compliments the plans for achieving a 
UNESCO Biosphere designation to help make the Cambridgeshire Fens a thriving place to live, work and visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Ouse river runs through a rural landscape which has been significantly altered by man,yet remains 

an attractive area for wildlife and people.  This project provides aims to safeguard the future of the wildlife 

and habitats in the valley, and provide increased opportunities for people to access and engage with nature 

for health and wellbeing. People will be surprised once they take the time to explore how much tranquility 

and recreation the Ouse valley can offer. 

In the past, many artists portrayed the landscapes and rural idyll of the Ouse valley, and it is these which this 

project aims to protect, enhance, and extend. The wonderful countryside offers protected landscapes and 

nature reserves, rich biodiversity, and historic buildings.  

Wetlands and waterways support a wide diversity of wildlife all year round, especially breeding birds, 

invertebrates and pollinators, swans, and other wildfowl. The Ouse Washes are a Ramsar site and one of the 

UK’s largest washlands.  The site is internationally important for a range of wintering and breeding birds and 

utilises traditional land management techniques with cattle grazing.  

The landscape is under pressure from growth of existing towns and villages in addition to the new growth 

planned in the area. The remaining wildlife habitats within the Ouse valley of wildflower meadows, 

woodlands and wetlands need to be protected, managed, enlarged, and connected up. All of this needs to be 

surrounded by a sustainably managed landscape of farmland, towns and villages. 

The project will deliver land acquisition, habitat development and capital works to support current and 

proposed conservation projects and develop a connected, ecological network in the Ouse valley.  

Examples of activities planned includes: 

 Increasing the amount and quality of floodplain meadow in the Ouse valley by better management, 

restoration, land acquisition and creating new meadows. This includes the Hanson-RSPB project 

creating the UK’s biggest reedbed by 2030 

 Increasing the amount of land in positive management under agri-environment schemes, in 

particular targeting land that buffers the priority habitat sites and helps form ecological networks 

along the Ouse valley 

 Achieving improvements in water quality through partnerships and other initiatives 

 Improving the visitor experience at key sites and along the Ouse Valley Way to develop the Ouse 

Valley as a destination e.g. the improvements underway to the visitor offer at Fen Drayton Lakes 

  

GREAT OUSE VALLEY– AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION  
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The low-lying Gog Magog Hills south and east of Cambridge provide the backdrop to the historic city.  The 

area is largely arable, but a cluster of remnant chalk grasslands, chalk fens and ancient monuments survive, 

together with copses planted 150 to 200 years ago on hill tops. The field pattern is one of large and open 

fields with few hedgerows. The scheduled monuments are from the Bronze, Iron and Roman periods. This 

part of Cambridgeshire was once extensive chalk grassland grazed by sheep. Very little of this survives except 

in remnant areas such as the ancient earthworks, or steeper slopes. 

This project provides an opportunity to safeguard the future of the wildlife of the area by linking and 

enhancing existing habitats to create a resilient ecological network across the area, and by providing 

additional natural greenspace close to the urban fringe of Cambridge.  

Imagine a large and accessible natural green space, close to Cambridge, created to meet the recreational 

needs of the growing population. It will provide multiple opportunities for local people to get out into and 

experience the natural world, improving their physical and mental health.  

The area contains a multitude of key habitat sites as well as being a stronghold for moon carrot, large pignut, 

perennial flax, small blue butterfly and orchid-rich fens. The remnant habitats are fragile and isolated. The 

area is rural in nature though Cambridge has seen large increases in housing through green belt releases over 

the years and the Cambridge biomedical campus is continuing to expand. With increasing development and 

demand for recreational spaces, and more intensive agricultural activity there is a strong desire from 

partners to conserve the existing irreplaceable habitats as well as expand and link these, both to conserve 

the wildlife of the area and its landscape character.    

This project provides an opportunity to safeguard the future of the wildlife of the area by linking and 

enhancing existing habitats to create a resilient ecological network across the area.   

Examples of activities planned 

 Creating a ‘natural park’ through land acquisition and habitat creation, to link and extend the 

fragments of chalk grassland, as well as create a new ‘Beacon Forest’ (mixture of woodland and 

calcareous grassland), as an urban fringe strategic natural greenspace for the rapidly growing 

populations of Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire 

 Extending the area and connectivity of calcareous grasslands and fens in the Gog Magog Hills, to 

enhance biodiversity and the historic landscape character, maintaining and enhancing the quality of 

natural sites to benefit the iconic species of the area 

 Increasing the potential for delivery of ecosystem service such as recreation, pollination, climate 

change regulation and timber production 

GOG MAGOG HILLS– GREEN SPACE FOR RECREATION 
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 This project will create a resilient ecological network across the area that also plays a key role in 

carbon capture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Doubling nature will: 

1. Deliver significant protection of species and restoration and enhancement of key wildlife habitats 

for the landscape we know and love 

2. Create healthy communities in healthy environments. Improved green space and access to nature 

will help people to enjoy and appreciate the nature around them, leading to healthier and happier 

lives 

3. Create a more resilient countryside and communities, where nature is at the heart of our approach 

to tackling the climate emergency 

4. Raise levels of local pride, aspiration, and community cohesion by helping communities to 

understand, appreciate and enjoy their natural environment 

5. Support a green transport infrastructure, where priority is given to walkers, cyclists, and riders  

6. Pilot and champion best practice sustainable development in all aspects of future development  

7. Produce new jobs and economic opportunities allied to the delivery of these objectives 

8. Influence environmentally friendly farming practices, sustainable tourism, and recreational 

activities.  

 

The achievement of these objectives will create a better quality of life for residents and visitors through a 

sustainable local environment with easy access to rich and inspiring nature.  

Doubling nature is something that everyone – from individuals, through to developers, farmers, and 

councillors – can adopt in their decision-making processes to play a part in the delivery of nature recovery. 

 

“Cambridgeshire will be an exemplar for the landscape scale restoration of 

the natural environment.” 

ACHIEVING DOUBLING NATURE  


