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And while this has been going on Langdyke 
has also relaunched its website making it 
easier to navigate and with a cleaner design.

Walkers using the banks and footpaths near 
to the Maxey Cut have already welcomed the 
opening up of three viewing areas on to the 
Christ’s College nature reserve. Working with 
the Environment Agency, the Trust is creating 

an information trail along the Cut and South Drain, with boards 
explaining about the heritage and nature of the area.

Three other viewing areas, all with disabled access, have been 
created along the Green Lane Bridleway at Etton providing lovely 
views of the Vergette Wood Meadow water areas. Across the 
road at Etton High Meadow three new ponds have been dug out 
and a bank established which has been sown with seed that will 
attract butterflies and hopefully provide feed for Turtle Doves 
during their summer visits.  

Tackling problems affecting nature is also an important part of 
Langdyke’s volunteer workforce. The main pond at Swaddywell 
which had leaked is currently being rescued by volunteers who 
are saving plants and creatures, clearing out debris and installing 
a new lining to restore it to its former glory. Likewise, the ancient 
M’Lady’s Pond near Ailsworth, which has been in a sorry state in 
recent years, has undergone similar restoration work.

And major work has been undertaken at the Etton Maxey reserve 
with a digger being used to scrape away invasive crassula, also 
known as New Zealand Pygmy weed, which takes over the muddy 
margins of water areas which is usually a home for wading birds. 
Since the completion of the work, two Glossy Ibis have regularly 
visited the reserve. 

As with many conservation organisations, 
volunteers make up an important part 
of the Langdyke Countryside Trust’s 
workforce. Here a volunteer is helping 
to clearing debris from a pond at a 
Langdyke Reserve.  

Credit: Langdyke Countryside Trust.
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The Magog Trust is a charity based in Stapleford that cares for 
Magog Down, 163 acres of former arable land, much of which 
has been restored to chalk downland. Six woods were also 
planted with native trees and shrubs. The site is now a County 
Wildlife Site, managed to promote biodiversity with species-
rich chalk grassland, woodland and hedgerows. Two part-time 
rangers coordinate management by engaging local farmers 
and contractors to cut and collect the meadow areas, provide 
sheep grazing, fencing maintenance, dog waste collection, 
some scrub control and hedgerow cutting. They are assisted 
by a small band of volunteers. The Trust plans to obtain a small 
tractor and associated equipment in the near future. They are 
also investigating the sharing of resources between groups that 
manage grasslands for nature. Future plans include creating a 
pond to add to the site’s biodiversity. 

At Magog Down in 2023 chalk hill blue butterflies were recorded 
for the first time since the reserve was started over 30 years 
ago, but they have not been sighted in 2024, probably due to 
adverse weather. On the positive side a short-eared owl was 
seen regularly in January and February last winter, quartering 
over the sheep paddocks hunting for voles. In October 2024 the 
Trust will become the owner of an additional 37 acres of nearby 

arable land. This hilltop, now named 
Chalk Hill Down, has been sown with 
a wild flower seed mix (Emorsgate 
M6) and there are plans to leave a 
permanent fallow strip to encourage 
rare agricultural weeds from the 
seed bank to act as part of a wildlife 
corridor.

The Short-eared Owl, while 
largely nocturnal and 
crepuscular (dusk and dawn), 
is still one of the most active 
British owls during daylight and 
was seen regularly flying over 
the Down last winter. 

Credit: Magog Trust
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The National Farmers Union (NFU) represents the majority 
of farmers and growers in Cambridgeshire. The county is a 
powerhouse of British agricultural production while also being 
host to much biodiversity and natural beauty. It produces over 
£0.5bn worth of agricultural production, which is over 3.0% of 
England’s total production and includes over 10% of the country’s 
vegetable, horticultural and sugar beet production. 

The NFU has promoted sustainable intensification of agricultural 
production whereby farmers can deliver the dual goals of a safe 
and reliable food supply for the nation while also protecting and 
enhancing wildlife, biodiversity and landscapes.

Cambridgeshire’s 2000 or so farm holdings have been at the 
heart of nature conservation both through voluntary initiatives 
and through participation in government schemes. The NFU has 
led industry-wide initiatives including Championing the Farmed 
Environment, Tried & Tested, the Greenhouse Gas Action Plan, 
the Voluntary Initiative and Open Farm Sunday, all of which 
have played, and will continue to play, a role in promoting good 
environmental practice on farms and sharing that with the wider 
public.

The NFU has embraced the government’s vision of providing 
‘public money for public goods’ and has led the co-design 
process of the new ELM scheme with Defra adopting much of 
our proposed ‘Sustainable Food and Farming Scheme’ in their 
‘Sustainable Farming Incentive’ scheme. The 2024 expanded 
offer is proving to be of interest to many farmers, and while it 
is encouraging to see the inclusion of further lowland peat and 
ditch options for Cambridgeshire’s farmers, it is recognised there 
is more to be done.

The development of Local Nature Recovery Strategies, and the 
opportunities this presents, alongside the further roll-out of 
the Landscape Recovery Schemes, will make it possible for the 
burgeoning number of farm cluster groups in the county to 
deliver in a bigger and better joined-up way.

The NFU is an active partner in the Combined Authority’s 
work on peatland issues through the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Climate Programme Board and the Fenland SOIL 
committee, spearheading farmer engagement to tackle the 
combined goals of peatland preservation and enhancement 
and reducing carbon emissions. Fenland SOIL has delivered 
farmer mapping and commissioned research into the economics 
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of raising water tables and will use the outputs of both to 
encourage Defra to go further with the development of grant 
options that will enable farmers to pursue a mosaic approach to 
delivering environmental outcomes. 

The NFU sees farmers as part of the solution to climate 
change and nature recovery and Cambridgeshire farmers 
are playing their part in locking up carbon through effective 
soil management, hedgerow and tree planting, and ditch 
management, amongst other things. We have a stated an 
achievable ambition to reach net zero by 2040 whilst continuing 
to produce food and protect the environment.

National Trust: The UK now has less than half of its biodiversity 
remaining because of human activity. The evidence from the 
last 50 years, presented in the State of Nature report, shows that 
intensive farming and the continuing effects of climate change 
are the two biggest drivers of nature loss. At sea, unsustainable 
fishing and climate change are the major contributing factors. 
The UK is currently classified as one of the world’s most nature-
depleted countries.

Hilary McGrady, Director-General for the National Trust, said: “The 
report is yet another urgent warning that we need to accelerate 
efforts to tackle the nature and climate crisis. Nature needs us, 
and we need nature. We’ve all seen how important access to 
nature is for our health and quality of life, which makes stopping 
its decline even more important. With report after report 
documenting the critical state of UK nature we can no longer 
fiddle around the edges in the hope that will be enough to make 
everything ok. It’s not too late to act. But we need to do it now.”
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The National Trust in Cambridgeshire are working on projects 
to reverse nature’s decline. The Trust’s largest lowland peatland 
restoration project is underway at Wicken Fen NNR which will 
restore 590 acres (239 hectares) to protect peat and the carbon 
trapped within as well as the biodiversity dependent upon this 
vital habitat. 

Building on Wicken Fen’s status as one of the most biodiverse 
places in England and thanks to a grant from Natural England 
via its Species Recovery Programme, a project is underway to 
create habitat for the benefit of turtle dove and other species 
near the village of Reach. In addition, Wicken Fen was designated 
as one of only twenty-three ‘Dragonfly Hotspots’ in UK by 
the British Dragonfly Society, in recognition of its exemplary 
variety of dragonfly and damselfly species as well as providing 
opportunities for visitors to view and understand more about 

The scarce Chaser dragonfly, lubellula fulva, 
which is considered a species of special concern 
in the UK due to loss of its specific ideal habitat, 
can be spotted at Wicken Fen. 

Credit: Rob Coleman

Peatland restoration on Burwell Fen 
forms part of the Trust’s lowland 
peat restoration programme.

Credit: Mike Selby
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these fabulous species. Excitingly, in its 125th year in the care of 
the Trust, Wicken Fen also recorded its first crane chick to fully 
fledge on the reserve.

Underpinning the above, the Wilder Wicken Vision 
remains a vital mechanism through which the Trust 
will deliver for nature, climate and local communities. 
This Vision is a 100-year ambition, now twenty-

five years old, through which the Trust works in partnership to 
restore habitats on a landscape-scale, creating connectivity for 
wildlife and local communities from Wicken Fen to the edge of 
Cambridge.

Cranes flying over 
Wicken Fen are 
becoming a more 
frequent sight.

In 2024 the Wicken 
team recorded its 
first crane chick to 
fully fledge on the 
reserve. 

Credit: Richard Nicoll

Highland cows and Konik ponies 
are a regular feature of the wild 
Wicken landscape. 

Credits: Jim Woolf and Mike Selby
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Natural England (NE) has worked with partners towards building 
a ‘Nature Recovery Network’, creating more wildlife-rich places 
that are bigger, better and joined-up. This Network will help 
address the challenges of biodiversity loss, climate change, and 
public health and well-being. 

National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs) are at the core of nature conservation and central 
to nature recovery and connecting people with nature. NE directly 
manage five NNRs in Cambridgeshire, and seek to develop their 
role in supporting nature recovery across their wider ecological 
landscapes, in particular the Great Fen and John Clare Country.

As one of six partners on the Fens East Peat Partnership, NE are 
leading projects to restore peatland on Holme Fen NNR, Darlows 
Farm and Chippenham Fen NNR, where advice has been provided 
to a number of landowners on options for wetland creation and 
peat restoration. NE are also active partners in several other Fens 
initiatives.

NE farmland advisers are supporting existing and developing new 
farm clusters across the County, including the East Cambridge 
Farm Cluster (which has recently joined with the Granta Farm 
Cluster) and the Ely Nature-Friendly Farming Zone. Whilst awaiting 
details of the future Environmental Land Management schemes, 
advice has been provided to land managers with expiring 
agreements and those looking to enter new schemes.

NE is a partner in the Cambridge Nature Network, which is 
included in its Nature Recovery Projects programme, and 
continues to support the Network through the grant aiding 
of projects, with recent examples involving the restoration of 
wetland habitats, research into species recovery opportunities 
and the purchase of equipment for the East Cambridge Farm 
Cluster to support conservation grazing and regenerative 
farming principles.

Protected Sites Officers continue to carry out a monitoring 
programme and provide bespoke advice to owners and 
occupiers of SSSIs across the County, contributing to securing 
favourable condition status. 

Advice continues to be provided on major development and 
infrastructure schemes to ensure these embed and support 
nature recovery. Working with partners an East Anglian Joint 
Protocol on water efficiency has been developed, to help address 
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increasing demands for water. Input into the design of the Fens 
Reservoir to ensure it maximises gains for the natural environment 
is ongoing, as is work with partners on cross-boundary strategic 
projects such as the Oxford to Cambridge Pan Regional Partnership 
and East West Rail to help ensure that growth is both sustainable 
and underpins our shared nature recovery aims.

NE continues to work closely with the Combined Authority, 
who are the Responsible Authority (RA) for the Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy, and with Natural Cambridgeshire, to support 
the development of the Strategy and to ensure alignment with 
government policy. Working alongside the Environment Agency 
and Forestry Commission, technical input has been provided to 
inform the development of priorities and measures, and advice 
on the overall process and approach. In addition, as the only 
‘Supporting Authority’ with national oversight, NE are able to share 
experience and learning from other RAs to inform the Strategy’s 
development.

The Nene Park Trust has been working on some key projects 
within the Nene Valley over the past 12 months, many of which 
have focussed on wetland habitat restoration and creation.

At Ferry Meadows work to create a new reed bed area in the 
margins of Gunwade Lake was completed in September. This 
involved repurposing 6,000 cubic metres of soil left over from a 
new car park construction project to create 3,000 square metres 

The new area of 
reed bed in the 
southern margins 
of Gunwade Lake 
can be seen from 
this aerial shot 
taken earlier this 
year. 

Credit: Chris Park
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of potential new reed bed and inter-dividing channels in the 
south east corner of the lake. In addition, 2,500 square metres 
of new wildflower meadow were created on Poppy Meadow 
where the soil had been stockpiled, along with a 50 square 
metre area of new bee bank using some of the residual soil. 
Once settled and graded to a level below average water depths 
the new soil bed was transplanted with around 60 clumps of 
phragmites reed. As this populates the area it will provide refuge 
and spawning habitat for different species of freshwater fish, 
nesting and feeding habitat for bird species such as reed warbler, 
sedge warbler, bearded tit and potentially even bittern, as well 
as benefitting a whole range of invertebrates and mammals 
including otters. 

Elsewhere, work has started on floodplain 
meadow restoration on the island called 
West Holmes (north of Water Newton). 
Work, including the creation of the foot 
drains, has already been completed and 
the appropriate licences have now been 

received from the Environment Agency to move on to the next 
stage of the project, which includes the construction of a new 
spillway to make the meadow wetter and improve the area for 
wildlife. The Trust aims to maintain access as much as possible 
through the installation of a boardwalk spanning the spillway 
enabling access under low flooding as well as normal conditions. 
These works which commenced at the end of October and due 
to be completed before the end of the year. 

The new spillway and accompanying 
boardwalk at West Holmes. 

Credit: Chris Rollason
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Two new tern rafts have recently been constructed and are due 
to be launched in November. Common terns bred for the first 
time in several years on an existing single tern raft this year and 
it is hoped that the two new additional rafts will build on this 
success next year.

At a number of locations around the Park there have been small 
scale fish-habitat improvements made to the margins of the 
lake using hinging-and-pinning techniques – a process of part 
felling selected bankside willows so that they continue to grow 
along the bank edges and margins of the open water to provide 
sheltered habitat for fry and young fish as well as invertebrates. 

Common terns bred successfully for the first time in 
several years at Nene Park, and two new tern rafts have 
been launched on Overton Lake in time for the next 
breeding season. These rafts provide an important 
floating habitat and help breeding programmes by 
providing terns and other birds with a safe space free 
from disturbance, predation and flooding. 

Credit: Felicity Lyons
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