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local communities to visit and enjoy these places and to benefit from free access to 
nature, including a schools outdoor education programme.

The population of the wider Cambridge area is planned to grow by 30% in a 20-
year period, at the same time as nature is in significant decline. In response, it is 
recognised the amount of green space available for nature and people will need 
to increase. This is being addressed through work on their own land, by working in 
partnership with other like-minded organisations and by advocating for changes in 
policy and funding support. 

In 2021 CPPF purchased 25 acres of farmland to expand Wandlebury Country Park; 
this year saw the beginning of the conversion of that into new habitat and to open 
the area for public benefit. This included planting 2,000 trees, installing 2.1km of 
fencing, 4 cattle troughs and 14 gates to enable conservation grazing and to create a 
new 1km path.

Working has begun to improve four fields at Coton Countryside Reserve to benefit 
nature and people, with over 2,000 trees planted, and 900 metres of fencing, two 
new gates and a bridge installed. Working with Norfolk Rivers Trust, a drainage ditch 
has been transformed into a pond. A ‘lost’ meadow for the public has been opened 
and a new path through a new woodland created.

The Cambridge Nature 
Network, described above 
in section 2, is a large-scale 
and visionary initiative that 
is being taken forward by a 
partnership of organisations. 
CPPF has helped to secure 
and administer significant 
grants to kick start the Nature 
Network. 

Children planting trees for a new 
woodland at Wandlebury Country 
Park, Cambridge.

Credit: Cambridge Past Present & Future
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be invited to join the project’s various Advisory Boards. The intention is to stimulate 
dialogue, with a view to debating transparently the trade-offs between various 
options for addressing the challenges of climate change and co-designing incentives 
to encourage long-term conservation and regeneration strategies. The research team 
keen to work with fenland stakeholders at all levels and major infrastructure and 
policy-making bodies, and wish to learn from practitioners facing similar challenges, 
both in the UK and further afield. 

Cambridgeshire ACRE is delivering the New Life on the Old West project, funded by 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund, to create a more resilient fenland landscape. The 
project enhances biodiversity connectivity across the landscape, while connecting 
local people with their natural heritage and green spaces. The project, which started 
in October 2020 and which runs to March 2024, is now mid-way through delivery. 
It has seen the creation of new wildlife habitats at 24 sites on seven farms and 38 
individual habitat improvements on community-owned land across seven parishes. 
These new habitats include wetlands, ponds, improvements for wildlife in the network 
of farmland drains, wildflower meadows, new rare black poplar trees and mixed native 
species hedges.

Over 2,000 people have been involved with the project so far, attending wildlife 
training days, enjoying guided nature walks, learning about habitat management 
and getting involved in work parties. People have also enjoyed joining nature boat 
trips on the River Cam and at Wicken Fen, and participating in a wide range of online 
workshops. Over 100 project events have been delivered so far and an enthusiastic 
volunteer team has been recruited. Volunteers have helped with a wide range of 
habitat work, helping at public events and recording wildlife seen at newly created 
sites and in the wider landscape.

The project’s approach of using multiple natural heritage sites for delivery, with a 
targeted programme of community activities and training for new volunteers, has 
proved to be successful. Citizen scientists are generating a volume of new biodiversity 
data about the project area (more than 2,000 wildlife records reported so far). The 
New Life on the Old West project team’s input has strengthened conservation and 
wildlife groups in the project area; some groups are now identifying and delivering 
habitat enhancements in their own communities. New landowners and other 
community organisations are approaching Cambridgeshire ACRE for help and support 
with their own ideas to help nature recovery.

Alongside the New Life on the Old West project, Cambridgeshire ACRE has delivered 
two other projects directly connected to creating a more resilient fenland landscape 
and enhancing biodiversity.



17

Its Water Environment Grant-funded ‘Trap the Sediment Before the Water’s Pumped: 
Cleaning up the Old West’ project saw the co-ordination of deliveries and installation 
by local Internal Drainage Boards of about 2km of pre-planted coir rolls at Engine 
Drain on Willow Grange Farm, Chittering and on Queenholme Drain at Queenholme 
Farm, Willingham. The project was effectively delivered over two winters installing 
pre-planted coir rolls to protect the structural integrity of drains whilst providing 
new habitats for nature. The project included a workshop for local farmers to share 
learning and also the commissioning of Middle Level Commissioners to create a Guide 
to the Installation and Management of Coir Rolls which is available to download on 
the Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) website.

The Eels in the Classroom project gave primary school children the opportunity to 
care for and study endangered European Eels for six weeks in their classrooms during 
the summer term of 2022. It was funded by the Anglian Water Flourishing Environment 
Fund. The project aimed to simultaneously increase the life chances of the critically 
endangered eels and help young people to appreciate and care for their local wildlife. 
The children received the elvers in early June and kept them in an aquarium tank in 
their classrooms for six weeks, caring for them and studying their habits. The elvers 
were released in mid-July, back to St Germans Pumping Station near King’s Lynn, where 
they were originally caught. The children also received a tour of the station and learnt 
about how the fens were drained. A guide to running a similar project was produced to 
capture the learning from Cambridgeshire ACRE’s experiences.

A child taking part in a family Amphibian and Reptile Training Workshop delivered through the New Life 
Old West project. 

Credit: Cambridgeshire ACRE.
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Over the past year CoFarm Cambridge has worked with over 350 volunteer co-farmers 
to co-produce and donate 5.25 tonnes of horticultural produce with a market value 
of over £33K to eight community food hubs across Cambridge. Since the start of 
the pandemic CoFarm has donated nearly 17 tonnes of organically grown fruit and 
vegetables worth over £85K to people experiencing food insecurity across the city. 
With support from Farming the Future, CoFarm worked closely with the RSPB (project 
lead), Pesticide Action Network UK (PAN UK), the Nature Friendly Farming Network and 
the Soil Association to develop one of five farmer-led case studies on nature-friendly 
integrated pest management. It also contributed to the policy report, “Understanding 
Farmers’ Transition to Regenerative Agriculture: The Why and How of moving to Nature-
Based Integrated Pest Management,” to provide practical guidance and an evidence 
base to support the development of the Environmental Land Management Scheme. 

Over 900 more trees, donated by The Conservation Volunteers Dig Trees programme, 
were planted on CoFarm’s seven acre pilot farm in Abbey ward, Cambridge city, to 
create a new beech and hornbeam hedge. A talented local chestnut coppice-worker 
joined the CoFarm family and now works from the farm to create natural timber-
framed products, rustic fences and gates from sustainably coppiced sweet chestnut. 

Co-farmers scything in the new heritage orchard. 

Credit: Sam Mellish, CoFarm Cambridge. 
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Four acres of species-rich wildflower meadows, which were established in 2021 with 
the support of Cambridge Water, produced a riot of colour in their second season and 
126 local heritage fruit and nut trees have now been planted on the farm to create a 
heritage orchard from the same PEBBLE grant. The wildflower meadows and orchard 
are managed by volunteer co-farmers who have been learning traditional scything 
techniques for mowing. So far, seven co-farmers have discovered and moved into new 
careers in horticulture and agroecological farming.

This season, CoFarm further developed its corporate subscription offer and 
welcomed teams of colleagues from across Cambridgeshire and from every UK 
nation. Currently, five additional sites are under consideration for scaling up the 
model in Cambridgeshire, subject to resources and capacity. A UKRI ESRC funded 
study published by the University of Essex found that, as well as driving greater social 
cohesion in Abbey, all respondents reported that the farm helped them to improve 
and manage their mental health. Two new PhD research projects (supported by 
Reading, Cranfield and Anglia Ruskin universities) will focus on evaluating the efficacy 
of the CoFarm model in terms of building natural, health and social capital. CoFarm 
is pleased to have received a ‘Points of Light’ award from the Prime Minister and 
a ‘Community Business of the Year’ award from the Cambridge Independent SME 
Cambridgeshire Business Award.

The Defra group (Environment Agency, Forestry Commission and Natural England) are 
working closely with Natural Cambridgeshire and other key partners and organisations 
to enable the area to tackle and build resilience to climate change and to protect and 
enhance its natural environment. 

Help was given with the development of the Local Natural Capital Plan for the Oxford 
to Cambridge Arc, which applied the 25 Year Environment Plan’s natural capital 
approach to map and value the area’s natural environment in order to inform planned 
growth and development, and produce a Natural Capital Funding and Investment 
Guide to inform and help shape green finance and investment opportunities including 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

The latest evidence and advice is provided to business, industry, developers and 
others on how to use the available information and resources to adapt to climate 
change and to protect and enhance the natural environment.

Representatives of the group are members of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Combined Authority’s (CPCA) Mayoral Climate Working Group and Climate Programme 
Board, which are both overseeing the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Climate 
Action Plan and informing the work of its Independent Commission on Climate. Input 
to the Food, Farming and Countryside Commission’s Land Use Framework (LUF) for 
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Cambridgeshire, which will be designed to identify key challenges and solutions and 
inform future land use decision making, is also offered.

The Group works with Defra colleagues and other key local partners including Natural 
Cambridgeshire, the CPCA, Cambridgeshire County Council, eNGOs and voluntary 
sector organisations who will be involved in producing a future Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy that will provide a powerful new tool to aid and inform nature recovery 
across the area.

Advice is provided on the development and delivery of new tools designed to support 
strategic nature recovery and the provision of high quality and multifunctional green 
spaces. This includes Biodiversity Net Gain (due to become a mandatory part of the 
planning process in November 2023) and the Green Infrastructure Framework and 
Standards, which are due to launch in January 2023.

 

The Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group East (FWAG East) continues to work closely 
with Cambridgeshire farmers and landowners, both through their core work of 
applications for agri-environment schemes, which now consist of both Countryside 
Stewardship and the Sustainable Farming Incentive as well as woodland planting 
schemes, and through specific projects. Increasingly FWAG are getting involved with 
regenerative farming and encouraging farmers to take up the five principles on 
which this is based: minimise soil disturbance, protect the soil surface with green 
cover throughout the year, maintain living roots in the soil, have a diversity of crops 
and rotations, and integrate livestock into the arable system. These practices seem 
to show improvements in water and carbon storage, soil biology and general soil 
health, and plant health, and lead to lower inputs of chemicals, fertilisers and fuel 
and an increase in biodiversity. The research project which their West Cambridgeshire 
Hundreds farmer cluster is involved in with the universities of Cambridge and Sheffield 
aims to increase the scientific evidence for the benefit of these techniques, as well as 
identifying farmers’ perceived barriers to change. 

In addition to the West Cambridgeshire Hundreds farmer cluster, FWAG East continues 
to work with partners along the Ouse in the Wet Meadows and Wet Woodlands 
project, and is supporting the formation of a cluster focussed around the Granta. 
They have also been working with farmers on and adjacent to the Cam Washes SSSI, 
part of the Cambridge Nature Network (see section 2 above). They have carried out 
visits on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council on both the Devil’s Dyke and the 
Roman Road, advising farmers on the scheduled monuments and SSSIs along these 
historic linear routes. have Work with the Environment Agency on the Natural Flood 
Management project on the Alconbury Brook, creating a wetland area to mitigate 
flood risk, has recently been completed.
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On behalf of Natural England, FWAG East held a series of one-to-one clinics with 
farmers and landowners wishing to apply for Countryside Stewardship. They were also 
responsible for identifying areas suitable for entering into particular options, such as 
the management of wet or species-rich grasslands and traditional orchards. Through 
agri-environment applications, farmers have been helped to create wildflower 
meadows and margins, grow wild bird seed as well as spreading seed to feed birds in 
winter, buffer hedgerows and watercourses, plant and restore hedgerows, and in more 
specialist work create reedbeds and manage traditional orchards. 

The FWAG East team of advisors have been working with farmers across the county 
who supply fruit, vegetable and salad products to a major supermarket, helping them 
to meet the biodiversity and Integrated Pest Management criteria set by the company 
for their producers. One of these farmers went on to win the FWAG East Conservation 
Award for 2022. 

FWAG East continues to encourage tree planting through the Woodland Trust and 
the English Woodland Creation Offer, and to deliver Natural England’s District Level 
licensing scheme to create or restore ponds suitable for great crested newt across the 
county. They have supervised the planting of 5,137m of hedgerow in the county under 
the national Close the Gap project. 

Farmer events this year included a visit to Kingfisher Bridge wetland reserve and 
learning about Barn Owls at the Raptor Foundation. 

Fenland SOIL is a farmer-led, multi-stakeholder organisation set up to address the 
issue of agricultural soil carbon emissions in the Fens. The committee is made up of 
a team of farmers, conservationists, and academics and aims to ‘inform and develop 
whole-farm- land-use policies aimed at achieving climate change mitigation and 
biodiversity enhancement in the Fens and to help establish an agreed set of numbers 
for greenhouse gas emissions for deep, shallow and wasted peat soils. 

As part of the work Fenland SOIL is doing, it was awarded a Natural England Peatland 
Restoration Discovery Grant in partnership with the National Institute of Agricultural 
Botany. The project will combine data provided by farmers on productivity and soils, 
with hydrology and biodiversity data to produce ‘Land Management Opportunity 
Maps’ for three internal drainage boards in the Fens. These maps will then be available 
as toolkits for farmers to help them make decisions on how to manage their land to 
generate a mosaic landscape which will maximise biodiversity and carbon emissions 
savings. We were also fortunate enough as part of the project to be hosted by the 
team at Wicken Fen for a biodiversity day for the farmers involved in the project to 
encourage them to see their farms in a different light. 



22

Fenland SOIL has also commissioned a farm-scale economic analysis of the cost of 
preserving and restoring peat, and what incentives businesses will need to be able to 
bear the financial strain. In addition to the above, Fenland SOIL has also funded three 
flux tower units across the Fens and is working to host two more on member farms, 
to measure carbon fluxes across a range of soil types and management practices in 
the hope that this will complement the work already being done by the UK Centre for 
Ecology and Hydrology in the Fens.

A Farmer group pond dipping as part of a farmland biodiversity day at Wicken Fen, nr Ely.

Credit: Megan Hudson, Fenland SOIL.
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The Food, Farming and Countryside Commission is continuing its work to develop 
a Land Use Framework for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, working with a 
leadership group composed of many local bodies and individuals, including Natural 
Cambridgeshire. This is one of two pilots in England (the other is in Devon) and they are 
also working at national (England) level to promote a national Land Use Framework.

The aim of the LUF is to enable better, more joined-up decision-making about the use 
of land in a county experiencing intense development pressures while also seeking to 
support nature recovery, sustainable farming and food production, water and energy 
management and services for local people. The FFCC Cambridgeshire team have 
commissioned a local company expert in data mapping and analysis to help to develop 
a prototype LUF, which will be the subject of engagement and debate throughout 2023.

The Forestry Commission in collaboration with partnerships across East Anglia is 
continuing to help deliver on the Environment Act (2021) by supporting farmers, 
landowners, and Local Authorities to manage existing and create new woodlands. 
The Commission works closely with the Environment Agency, Natural England and 
wildlife charities to ensure that creation has the right trees, in the right place for the 
right reason. The East of England team fully understand the importance of peat soils 
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in Cambridgeshire for agricultural production, carbon sequestration and water level 
management. The locations of waders, other ground nesting birds, and heritage 
features are also checked and avoided before support for a woodland creation 
proposal is progressed by the team. 

They are keen to work with landowners and tenants to help design and create new 
woodlands to increase the biodiversity of Cambridgeshire, contribute to carbon 
sequestration and improve the wellbeing of urban and rural communities across the 
county. Like all priority habitats, our ancient woodlands are jewels in the landscape, 
and so are a priority for the Forestry Commission to help support via management 
plans and grants, and wherever possible expand or reconnect those that remain by 
natural regeneration or appropriate new planting. 

Productive forest and woodlands of the future can also make a huge contribution to 
achieving sustainable development. Steel, concrete, and brick all have huge carbon 
footprints in their manufacture and transportation. By replacing these materials with 
home-grown timber, the carbon dioxide sequestered by the trees is locked in for the 
lifetime of the building. 

During 2022, the Langdyke Countryside Trust has continued to support the Doubling 
Nature agenda across the landscape between Peterborough and Stamford. The Trust 
has set itself the objective of substantially increasing its own land-holdings and had 
made some progress with this agenda during the year.

An additional area of land has been rented adjacent to the existing nature reserve at 
Vergette Wood Meadow and a grazing agreement put in place for a further field in the 
area, creating a coterminous stretch of land to be managed as a wild-flower meadow. 
To the south of the area, the Trust has recently entered into agreement with Nene 
Park Trust to manage a small pond and the surrounding margins.

Most significantly, the Trust is currently raising funds to purchase a further 23 acres 
of land along the Maxey Cut. Christ’s College Pits are two large restored gravel pits, 
surrounded by native trees and shrubs and providing excellent habitat for dragonflies, 
ducks and wading birds. The site is used by many species including turtle dove, 
gadwall, wigeon, teal, snipe, lapwing, grey heron, redshank and little egret, along with 
four-spotted moths and glow worms. If successful, this land purchase would link 
the Trust’s land holdings in this area, creating a continuous block of land between 
Helpston, Maxey and Etton that is managed for nature and for people to enjoy nature. 
The Trust’s total land holding would then total just under 200 acres.

Nature continues to thrive on the existing reserves. In particular, the local turtle 
dove population had another good year and there were notable populations of Man 
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Orchid and Autumn Ladies Tresses again this year. It is hoped that the creation of 
new scrapes on the Etton Maxey Pit reserve should boost Lapwing and Redshank 
populations next year.

The Trust’s membership continues to grow and this year the membership offer has 
included the work of two local Artists in Residence, who have created work based on 
the Trust’s reserves and held an exhibition of their work in mid-November. The Trust 
has also recently appointed its fi rst Poet in Residence who will work with the artists to 
create new work and engage with members.

Christ’s College Pits.

Credit: Langdyke Countryside Trust 

Turtle doves are thriving.

Credit: Langdyke Countryside Trust
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The National Farmers Union represents the majority of farmers and growers in 
Cambridgeshire. The county is a powerhouse of British agricultural production while 
also being host to so much biodiversity and natural beauty. The county produces over 
£0.5bn worth of agricultural production, which is over 3% of England’s total production 
and includes over 10% of the country’s vegetable, horticultural and sugar beet 
production. 

The NFU has promoted sustainable intensification of agricultural production whereby 
farmers can deliver the dual goals of a safe and reliable food supply for the nation 
while also protecting and enhancing wildlife, biodiversity and landscapes. 

Cambridgeshire’s 2,000 or so farm holdings have been at the heart of nature 
conservation both through voluntary initiatives and through participation in 
government schemes. The NFU has led Industry-wide initiatives like Championing  
the Farmed Environment, Tried & Tested, the Greenhouse Gas Action Plan, the 
Voluntary Initiative and Open Farm Sunday, which have played, and will continue to 
play, a role in promoting good environmental practice on farm and sharing that with 
the wider public. 

The NFU has embraced the government’s vision of providing ‘public money for 
public goods’ and has led the co-design process of the new Environmental Land 
Management scheme with Defra adopting much of our proposed ‘Sustainable 
Food and Farming Scheme’ in the Sustainable Farming Incentive. Defra has been 
encouraged to maintain the availability of Countryside Stewardship in the absence, so 
far, of a wider role out of ELMS, and Countryside Stewardship uptake by our members 
has accelerated throughout 2022. 

The NFU is an active partner in the Combined Authority’s work on peatland 
issues through the Climate Programme Board and the Fenland SOIL committee, 
spearheading farmer engagement to tackle the combined goals of peatland 
preservation and enhancement and reducing carbon emissions. This year the NFU 
have hosted Defra officials looking at lowland peat issues on farm to help them 
understand the complexity on the ground, in the hope that suitable practical 
programmes supporting change can be developed. 

Farmers are seen as part of the solution to climate change and Cambridgeshire 
farmers are playing their part in locking up carbon through effective soil management, 
hedgerow and tree planting and ditch management, amongst other things. The NFU 
as an organisation has a stated and achievable ambition to reach net zero by 2040. 

The NFU has been signposting Cambridgeshire farmers towards forming clusters 
to deliver for nature at landscape scale will continue to work with Natural 
Cambridgeshire to deliver the Doubling Nature goals. 
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The National Trust in Cambridgeshire looks after Wicken Fen, Anglesey Abbey and 
Wimpole Estate. Wicken Fen, working within the Fens East Peat Partnership, has six 
sites in feasibility for peatland restoration with ‘discovery grant’ funding from the 
government’s Nature for Climate Peatland Grant Scheme. Once plans are complete this 
project has the potential to restore 105 hectares of degraded peat at Wicken Fen during 
2023 and 2024. Further funding from the Environment Agency for scrub management 
will improve the condition of the undrained Sedge Fen during winter 2022.

In partnership with Fenland SOIL, the team at Wicken Fen have been supporting 
fenland farmers in nature-based solutions for soil and carbon management, hosting 
site visits and supporting monitoring activity. The Wicken Fen Vision, a one-hundred-
year plan to create more space for people and nature around Wicken Fen, continues to 
engage landowners beyond National Trust boundaries, bringing partners together to 
improve land for nature and open up access for everyone.

Wimpole Estate is a sustainable livestock and organic arable farm with rotations to 
improve soil health, extensive wildlife features and look after water resources. Since 
November 2021, Wimpole Estate have planted 87,000 trees to create over 100 hectares 
of new mixed woodland, woodland pasture, and agroforestry. With a new woodland 
management plan for the mature woodlands on the estate they are planning a 10-year 
programme of work to regenerate 65 hectares of broadleaf woodland and restore  
eight hectares of coppice to create the right conditions for wildlife to flourish for years 
to come. 

Wimpole has also been optimising the management of the most diverse habitats on 
the estate. New mowing and baling equipment has improved the management of 
species rich grasslands across the estate while providing a source of revenue through 
the sale of small organic hay bales. The estate has delivered the first year of the reed 
management plan within the County Wildlife Site ensuring that it remains a home to a 
vibrant mix of flora and fauna, including a breeding site for Marsh Harriers.

Over the last year the Nene Park Trust has been developing a management plan for its 
wider portfolio of land neighbouring the River Nene. This has helped the Trust prioritise 
its nature restoration work, alongside achieving wider farming and public engagement 
objectives. The Trust’s share farming scheme has seen more land being managed 
with rare bread livestock helping deliver key nature conservation objectives. This has 
included expansion of the Red Devon herd and the first successful year of the Trust’s 
direct meat sales initiative. 

Exciting projects have been delivered at the Trust West Holmes and Sutton Meadows 
sites using the RSPB’s rotary ditcher, with feasibility work ongoing with the Wildlife 



28

Trust and the Environment Agency on a more significant restoration scheme at West 
Holmes, reconnecting the River Nene with its floodplain. 

The Trust is coming together with the Peterborough and District Angling Association, 
to produce an ecological management plan for its lakes and fishery, working with 
the Environment Agency and a local consultant. This will see the production of a list 
of ecological enhancement projects which the Trust will work with these partners to 
deliver, with a key aim of improving fish recruitment and refuge, with the possibility 
of creating a significant area of new reed bed. As part of Cambridgeshire’s District 
Licencing Scheme for Great Crested Newts, several ponds have been restored across 
Nene Park Trust’s land holding working with the Wildlife Trust BCN. A number of new 
pond sites are also being investigated. 

Green hay was also taken and spread on arable reversion land, next to the Castor 
Flood Meadows SSSI, to try and extend the fantastic floral diversity of this site onto 
neighbouring land.

Aerial view of drain creation and 
restoration at Sutton Meadow.

Credit: Nene Park Trust 

green hay harvesting alongside 
Castor Flood Meadow SSSI.

Credit: Nene Park Trust
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Over the last year PECT (formerly Peterborough Environment City Trust) has continued 
to deliver a range of initiatives and programmes to enhance and create new habitats 
aimed at supporting biodiversity. This has included planting over 12,000 trees as part of 
Forest for Peterborough, with its overall aim of planting 230,000 tress across urban and 
rural Peterborough by 2030. 

Over the last couple of years, PECT have seen an increase in the demand from 
individuals, neighbourhoods, and communities to actively be involved in activities 
to support their local environment. This includes the conservation and the creation 
of nature rich areas, such as community growing spaces, tree planting, wildfl ower 
meadows, pond restoration and habitat creation for declining bird, bat, and bee species. 

Thanks to funding from the Green Recovery Heritage Lottery fund, PECT along with 
partner organisations, parishes, landowners, businesses, and schools have been 
supporting doubling nature within the 30,000 acres that makes up John Clare 
Countryside (JCC) area. 

PECT have been working with inner city schools delivering The Royal Forestry Society’s 
Junior Forester Award. The award gives young people an insight into a career in forestry, 
as well as the practical ability to aid in woodland management in their schools and 
local communities. In partnership with Peterborough City Council and Buglife, PECT have 
been delivering the local element of the national B-Lines programme. B-Lines is an 
initiative aiming to reverse the decline in pollinator populations by creating a network 

A section of the White Water Brook, within the John Clare Countryside priority landscape.

Credit: Mike Horne.
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of wildflower pathways, linking together existing habitats. Across Peterborough, over 
20 wildflower meadows have been created with local communities, along with the 
tools and training to manage these sites. Not only will the increase in wildflower areas 
across the city be essential to fight the decline of key pollinators but will also have a 
positive impact on overall biodiversity and community wellbeing. 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a significant nature 
conservation landowner in Cambridgeshire and manages 4,200ha of land for nature in 
the county, including land at the Ouse Washes and Nene Washes, the reserve at Fen 
Drayton Lakes, an expanding area at Ouse Fen (the Hanson/RSPB Wetland Project) and 
mixed wetland and woodland at Fowlmere. The former four reserves sit at the core 
of the Connected Fens priority landscape, covering much of the Cambridgeshire Fens, 
and are the focus for work up to 2030. 

This year the RSPB report significant progress in their work with land managers. Their 
Volunteer Monitoring of Farm Wildlife pilot project has supported 50 volunteers to 
carry out a multitude of wildlife surveys (birds, bumblebees and pollinators) across 30 
farms in Cambridgeshire. The data gathered show farmers the nature they have on 
their farms and encourages them to put in place additional measures to enhance it. 
There are plans to expand on the success of this model in future years. 

Support is provided to the Ely Nature Friendly Farming Zone cluster, with group 
visits to member farms, discussion of emerging issues/opportunities, a presence 
at regional events and Open Farm Sunday which highlights the great work that the 
Zone’s farmers are doing. Work within ‘Operation Turtle Dove’ continues to support 
land managers in Cambridgeshire who want to provide supplementary feed and/or 
habitat enhancement for these critically endangered farmland birds. The results of the 
2021 national survey were released which highlighted the continued importance of 
the county for turtle dove populations, including the Fen Drayton Lakes reserve which 
held a very respectable six territories. 

Work has continued with partners to identify opportunities for the creation and 
expansion of wetland habitats. The Ouse Washes Habitat Creation Project site at 
Coveney continues to support more and more breeding waders, with hopefully more 
land to be added in the next few years. Installation of water control structures was 
completed at three new ‘cells’ at Ouse Fen, allowing them to be flooded and continue 
their restoration into reed bed. 

With regards to species work, Project Godwit (with the Wildfowl and Wetlands 
Trust) is now wrapping-up after successfully significantly increasing the Black-tailed 
Godwit population at the Nene and Ouse Washes (to over 50 pairs), through habitat 
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enhancements and ‘head-starting’ chicks. 2022 
was another good year for wetland fl agship 
species such as cranes and bitterns, which 
continue to expand into the wetland space made 
available to them.

Wildlife Trust BCN has been taking a landscape approach to nature conservation for 
over 20 years and is involved in all of the six priority landscape areas identifi ed for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The Trust’s approach spans all aspects of our work, 
including managing and acquiring nature reserves, providing land advice to farmers, 
landowners and businesses, engaging with communities through family events, 
education activities and supporting local communities and individuals to take action 
for wildlife on their own patch. 

At the Great Fen, the Trust is working with partners and is acquiring land to restore 
a wild fen landscape over 37 km2 linking Woodwalton Fen and Holme Fen National 
Nature Reserves. The next phase of major wetland restoration is due to commence 
next year, signifi cantly increasing the area of wetland habitats. The wet-farming trials 
will continue and have attracted interest from policy makers as well as farmers, as a 
potential way to reduce carbon losses from lowland peat across the Fens. 

The Wildlife Trust working with Cambridge Past Present & Future and many other 
partners has been developing a Cambridge Nature Network (see section 2 above). The 
past year has seen a range of projects delivered either directly or in partnership with 
landowners. The has included the creation of new habitats within the Cambridge Fens 
and Gog Magog Hills priority areas south and east of Cambridge. 

A fl edged juvenile black-tailed godwit from the Ouse Washes 
in 2022 – where the RSPB and WWT are working to safeguard 
this important population through Project Godwit.

Credit: Jonathan Taylor, RSPB



The Trust has expanded its Land Advice offer for farmers and landowners. Our Land 
Advisor has prepared nature recovery reports for a number of private landowners and 
farmers, highlighting opportunities to enhance nature alongside profitable farming. 
There has been a particular focus within the John Clare Country and Cambridge 
Nature Network geographical areas. 

A nature recovery network also requires that the best, core habitat sites that support 
many of our rarest or declining species continue to be managed well. The Wildlife 
Trust is therefore continuing to invest in their nature reserves with both ongoing 
management and a number of restoration projects, including ancient woodlands. 
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